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ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 FBO-02 L-03 EUR-I2 SS-I5 A-OI 
OPR-02 NSC-05 OC-06 CCO-00 SY-05 /062W 

2I0406Z 103907 /23-I I 

R 20I425Z MAY 77 
PM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4080 

CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3176 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ABED APSP AEMR ET 

SUBJECT: ASMARA CONSULATE GENERAL 

REFS. A. ADDIS 3090 B. ADDIS 2867 C. STATE I02I93 
D. ADDIS 2764 

1. ATO MENGESHA, HEAD OP THE ASMARA " COMMITTEE", HAS 
ADVISED THE EMBASSY THAT HIS COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED 
THAT EITHER THE EPMG SHOULD GUARD THE CONSULATE 
GENERAL COMPOUND OR EMPLOYEES OP THE USG SHOULD 
GUARD THE COMPOUND, BUT NOT BOTH. IN LIGHT OP THE 
EXCELLENT COOPERATION WE HAVE BEEN RECEIVING PROM 
ATO MENGESHA AND HIS COMMITTEE, AS WELL AS EPMG'S 
GOOD RECORD SO PAR IN PROVIDING PROTECTION POR THE 
COMPOUND, WE RECOMMEND THAT GUARDING THE COMPOUND 
BE LEFT WITH THE EPMG. THIS VIEW IS CONCURRED IN 

BY OUR ETHIOPIAN EMPLOYEES IN ASMARA, WHO WILL 
CONTINUE TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE COMPOUND DURING 
OPFICE HOURS. PLEASE ADVISE. 

2. WE RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING ON DISPOSITION OF 
CONGEN PROPERTY: 

A. WE SHOULD MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO SELL 
PURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. ATO 
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HAGOS, ASSISTANT GSO, BELIEVES THERE WILL BE A GOOD 
MARKET POR HOUSEHOLD PURNISHINGS, OPPICE PURNISHINGS 
AND OFPICE EQUIPMENT. 

B. OP THE POUR VEHICLES REMAINING IN ASMARA, 

WE RECOMMEND THAT THE TWO CARRYALLS BE SHIPPED OUT 
OP ASMARA AND THAT TWO BE AUCTIONED OR WRITTEN OFP. 

ATO HAGOS BELIEVES THAT THERE IS LITTLE OR NO 
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MARKET FOR MOTOR VEHICLES IN ASMARA AND THAT WE 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO DRIVE THE TWO CARRYALLS TO MASSAWA 
FOR ONWARD SHIPMENT. 

C. WE SHOULD START TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
THE SALE OF THE CONGEN PREMISES. ALTHOUGH THERE 
MAY BE SOME DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING A FAIR PRICE 
FOR THE PROPERTY, WE BELIEVE ANY ATTEMPT ON OUR 
PART TO RETAIN THIS PROPERTY INDEFINITELY WOULD BE 
MISINTERPRETED BY THE EMPG, WHO WILL CERTAINLY SEE 
ANY SUCH ATTEMPT AS CONNECTED WITH SOME KIND OF USG 
ASSESSMENT RE FUTURE OF ERITREA, IN PARTICULAR, AN 
EFFORT TO HOLD ON TO PROPERTY IN ANTICIPATION OF 
ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE. NEEDLESS TO SAY, IF AND WHEN 
EPMG REACHES SUCH A CONCLUSION, IT WILL NOT ONLY 
HAVE AN ADVERSE POLITICAL IMPACT, BUT COULD EASILY 
TRIGGER AN EPMG MOVE TO ARBITRARILY TAKE OVER COMPOUND. 
MOREOVER, IT IS NOT AT ALL CLEAR WHEN WE WOULD HAVE 
USE FOR THIS PROPERTY IN THE FUTURE, MAKING ITS 
RETENTION VERY QUESTIONABLE. 

3. WHILE WE ARE NOT ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN, IT APPEARS 
THAT THE EPMG WILL PROBABLY BE WILLING TO ALLOW US 
TO SEND AN AMERICAN OFFICER TO ASMARA TO HELP IN 
MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE DISPOSITION OF THIS 
PROPERTY SHOULD THAT BE REQUIRED. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE ITALIAN EMBASSY HAS BEEN ASSURED INFORMALLY 
THAT THEY MAY SEND ONE OF THEIR EMBASSY OFFICERS TO 
ASMARA IN CONNECTION WITH CLOSURE OF THEIR CONSULATE 
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GENERAL AS WELL AS PROVIDING SERVICES TO THE ITALIAN 
COMMUNITY THERE. 

4. IT ALSO SEEMS LIKELY, GIVEN THE WORKLOAD INVOLVED, 

THAT WE WILL REQUIRE THE SERVICES OF TWO OR THREE OF 

OUR ETHIOPIAN EMPLOYEES AT THE CONSULATE GENERAL BEYOND 
THEIR CURRENT TERMINATION DATE OF lUNE 27. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON SUCH AN EXTENSION. 

5. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED COPY OF 1950 PURCHASE CON- 
TRACT FROM FBO AND HAS PROVIDED A COPY TO MOFA. 

6. SEPTEL FOLLOWS ON KAGNEW. 

TIENKEN 
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